
What do you call 64 pilots, 12 passengers, and nine aircraft types? 

This unusual þeet and its crew have þown to 128 destinations, in the UK and six other European countries, 
and never been paid a penny. And whatôs more, theyôve all had a great time doing it.

Some are aircraft owners and some are hirers. The pilotsô ages range from 18 to 80. Theyôre from assorted 
professional backgrounds, including medicine, education, ýnance, construction, technology, engineering, 
and business. Some are retired, others þy when they can create the time in a busy work schedule.

It would be a pretty strange way to run an airline, and, of course, it isnôt one. 
This amazing feat has been achieved by an ever changing group of private 
pilots þying light aircraft out of Elstree Airýeld over the last ýve years. 

Planned by one of LSFôs most experienced instructors, Vicky Farmer (seen 
right), this ambitious schedule of þights has been organised regularly (weather 
permitting) every Wednesday and, more recently, on Sundays too.  The more 
adventurous amongst us have also ventured on longer trips, lasting two or 
three days, taking us outside the UK into new and unfamiliar territory.

Not every pilot can join in every trip. Sometimes weeks will go by before some 
of the busier amongst us are able to make time to join in. Others appear 
every Wednesday or Sunday without fail, and play an invaluable role in giving 
students, or less experienced þyers, the opportunity and conýdence to leave 
the circuit and their established local routes, and to try something more 
adventurous.

In the short, dark days of the winter, destinations are sometimes no further 
than 20 minutesô þying time away, with nothing more than a cup of coffee to 
be had at the destination, before a quick turnaround for home to get ahead of bad weather or approaching 
twilight.

Usually, only the most dedicated of our 
numerous crewmembers have been 
up for these hurried, and often chilly, 
outings.

But in the late spring and early summer, 
longer and more rewarding þights are 
possible.

Most parts of the UK have 
been reachable with a bit of 
planning and determination.
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